SAMPLE LETTER TO NYS LEGISLATORS RE: PREMIUM TAX INCREASES
To find information on your specific State legislators, go to:

State Assembly:   http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/mem/ 

State Senate:
    http://www.senate.state.ny.us/senatehomepage.nsf/senators?OpenForm 

Honorable ____ {INSERT LEGISLATOR NAME}
New York State Assembly {Senate}
Albany, NY 12248 {12247 for Senate}

Dear Assemblyman/woman {Senator} _________: 

As a New York State resident and local business leader, I understand all too well the fiscal challenges we are facing. This economic environment is challenging to us all: individually, our families, businesses and for our elected officials. 

But many realize that the enormity of this challenge offers a chance for true change.  But for those who serve us in Albany it seems tempting to seek the short-term, easy fix.  I believe that this is exactly what the Legislature did on February 4th when they passed the $1.6 billion deficit reduction plan. They are going to squeeze more than $500 million from already overburdened private health insurance costs in the form of hidden taxes and fees over the next two years. This is in addition to the $3.18 billion in state health taxes they already pay. 
I am amazed to learn that the Governor’s new budget proposes – and the Legislature is considering – more than $400 million in additional taxes on health coverage.
I fully understand what this means.  Businesses of all sizes from all over the State will now have to choose between raising an employee’s contributions to the company’s health plan, completely eliminating health insurance as a benefit, or moving out of the state.  Either way, the result will be fewer New Yorkers with health insurance – which is disturbing to me since both state and nation are talking loudly about finding ways to increase the number of people with health insurance.   

These “hidden sick taxes” included in the deficit reduction plan will NOT help solve New York’s long-term fiscal problems, and in fact will only diminish New York’s competitiveness for business investment with other states.  The time could not be worse for Albany to throw more obstacles in the way of businesses and job growth.  

Let’s look outside of the box and look at what really drives the cost of health insurance. I respectfully request that you STOP THE TAXES by not passing any new health taxes and roll back the hidden sick taxes passed in February.
Sincerely, 

{Your name and title}
{Your Company name and address}
{Your phone number}






